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For many families, the start of a new school year, a changing season, or even a child's growth 
spurt can create overwhelming financial challenges. Something as simple as a new pair of 
shoes or a warm jacket can be out of reach. Through Operation School Bell, our chapter 
helps bridge that gap by providing children in need across the Triangle area with brand-new 
clothing, shoes, and school supplies—giving them not only the essentials they need, but also 
the confidence to thrive. 

Through school deliveries and personalized shopping events, children receive clothing that fits 
their needs and reflects their individuality. At our shopping events, children are empowered to 
choose items they love, helping them feel seen, valued, and ready to succeed both in and out 
of the classroom. 

While Operation School Bell initially focused on elementary-aged students, we recognized a 
growing and often underserved need among middle and high school students. Over the years, 
support for these older students has become an increasingly important part of our mission, 
ensuring that more young people have access to the resources they need during critical years 
of growth and development. 

Today, we partner directly with 28 schools and work closely with county coordinators and 
school social workers throughout the region. Last year alone, our program reached students 
in 187 schools, including 36 middle schools and 27 high schools, making Operation School 
Bell a trusted and dependable resource for educators, counselors, and families. 

The impact goes far beyond clothing. School social workers and counselors regularly share 
stories of children proudly arriving at school in their new outfits, eager to show them to friends 
and teachers. These seemingly simple gifts help build self-esteem, boost confidence, and 
strengthen a child's sense of belonging. 

Thanks to the generosity of our donors, the dedication of our volunteers, and the commitment of our school partners, Operation School Bell 
continues to make a meaningful difference in the lives of thousands of children. Every donation, every volunteer hour, and every act of support 
helps ensure that a child can enter school feeling confident, prepared, and hopeful. 

  

• 1,310 children

• 738 children

selecting 

met their individual needs

• 671 children experiencing homelessness through the 

program

28 Years of Community Service 
For 28 years, Assistance League of the Triangle Area has made a lasting difference in our community through the generosity of 
our donors, volunteers, and supporters. Together, we are creating opportunities, meeting critical needs, and changing lives. 

Your support has helped us: 

 Award 492 scholarships, investing more than $1.9 million in students’ futures since 2000 

 Serve 37,118 students through Operation School Bell, helping children arrive at school confident and ready to learn  since 
the 1998-1999 school year  

Return more than $5.1 million to the community through impactful philanthropic programs since 1997 

 

 

 

Siblings showing off their new clothes  
in a shopping event at the Target  

at Triangle Town Center 
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Operation School Bell
®
: Investing in Confidence and Success 

by Martha Funsten 

 

 

 Visit www.altriangle.org for more information and how to support us 

 

Volunteers 
dedicated over 
23,862 hours of 

their very 
valuable time this 

year. 

A Gift of Healthy Smiles 
 

 

Special thanks to Dr. Robert A. 
Bailey and Access Family  
Dental Care for their generous  
support of Operation School Bell for more 
than 15 years. During that time, Dr. Bailey 
has donated nearly 20,000 toothbrushes 
and travel-size tubes of toothpaste, helping 
local children maintain healthy smiles. 

 

 

http://www.altriangle.org/
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Kid’s Place Locations: 
  

• WakeMed Emergency 
Departments - Raleigh, Apex, 
Brier Creek, Cary, Garner, and 
Wendell 

• Duke Children’s Hospital – 
Durham & Duke Hospital - 
Raleigh 

• UNC Pediatric Specialty Clinics 
- Chapel Hill and Raleigh 

• UNC Rex Pediatric Unit – 
Raleigh, Holly Springs 

 

Women in Need Program: Supporting Community Partners 
by Jonetta Dorn 

 
 

Kid’s Place: Bringing Comfort to Young Patients 
By Andi Seger 

 

 

 

 

 

What began as a single program has grown into a vital partnership with 11 hospitals and health facilities 
across the Triangle area, reaching thousands of children when they need kindness most. 

Over the past five years alone, Assistance League has distributed nearly $100,000 worth of bears, toys, 
and stickers to pediatric patients. These small gifts often have an extraordinary impact. A stuffed bear 
can become a brave companion during a medical procedure. A toy or sticker can provide a welcome 
distraction during an injection or infusion. For hospital staff, the program’s signature bear is often used 
to explain procedures in a child-friendly way, helping young patients better understand what to expect. 

The true value of Kid’s Place is best expressed by those who witness its impact every day. 

“Your organization does a fantastic job in helping children’s scariest days [and making 
them] a little less scary and actually a little fun. The smiles your toys bring to their 
faces light up the room. For a moment they forget where they are and what is about 
to happen. Almost all of our children get a bear to take back into the OR (operating 
room) to hold onto as they fall asleep and of course be there as they are waking up. 
Thank you for all you do for our littlest patients.” 

— Leanne Edwards, CN IV Leadership, Duke Raleigh Hospital 

 

 

Display of Treasure Chest toys we 
provide to Emergency Centers 

The Women in Need Program is designed to help women and their families in distressing situations. By working in partnership with local 
agencies, we strive to transform the lives of women, children and families through community programs.  
 

 
  
 

A highlight of our support is providing nesting baskets for 
Durham's Families Moving Forward clients moving into 
independent housing. 
 
Filled with comforting essentials and practical household 
items, these baskets help ease the transition during what 
can be an especially stressful time for families.  
 
More than just supplies, they offer a warm welcome and 
a reminder that support continues beyond the shelter. 
The gratitude and appreciation we receive speaks to the 
meaningful impact these baskets make. 

 

(Left): Volunteers from The Heart Work Initiative helped 
with assembling the nesting baskets of essentials 

UNC Rex - Holly Springs 
(L to R): Megan and Stephanie 

receive Kid’s Place items 

A visit to the emergency room can be one of the most 
frightening experiences in a child’s life. Unfamiliar 
surroundings, medical procedures, and uncertainty 
can create anxiety not only for young patients, but also 
for the families who love them. For nearly three 
decades, Assistance League of the Triangle Area has 
been helping make those difficult moments a little 
easier through its Kid’s Place program. 

Established in 1997, Kid’s Place was created with a 
simple but powerful mission: provide comfort and 
reassurance to children receiving emergency medical 
care. 
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This year the Assistance League of the Triangle Area Scholarship Program awarded $173,000 to  
41 recipients in need of financial assistance. These scholarships support students who will attend 
North Carolina colleges, universities, or technical schools. This year’s scholarships were made possible 
thanks to the Gipson Family Foundation, the Open Your Heart campaign as well as proceeds from  
A-Z Thrift Shop. 

Scholarships Program: Investing in the Next Generation 
By Grace Fox & Phyllis Sullivan 

 

 

Ahysah Meneau - Returning Scholar 

Ahysah completed her sophomore year at Western Carolina 
University, where she is pursuing a degree in Elementary 
Education and maintains a 3.6 GPA. She has gained valuable 
classroom experience by volunteering in kindergarten and third-grade 
classrooms, earning praise for her dedication, creativity, and ability to 
connect with students. Her passion for teaching is evident through her 
commitment to making a meaningful impact on young learners. 

 

Kyla Guilford – Returning Scholar 

Kyla, a biology major at North Carolina A&T State University, 
earned a 3.75 GPA and continues to excel academically while 
volunteering at the university health clinic. Beyond academics, she 
demonstrated remarkable leadership and resilience by advocating for 
improved health and safety conditions in campus housing. Her 
experience strengthened her commitment to community advocacy and 
helping others.   

 

 
Sierra Focazio – Returning Scholar 

Sierra is beginning her senior year at Appalachian State 
University, where she’s studying Physics with a concentration in 
Astronomy and maintains a 3.5 GPA. She works as a Resident 
Assistant and is conducting an honors thesis exploring the 
connection between physics and religious studies. Recognized for 
her intellectual curiosity and strong work ethic, Sierra continues to 
distinguish herself as a dedicated scholar. 

Anelhy Santizo-Escobar – Returning Scholar 

Anelhy, an accounting major at UNC Greensboro, has achieved a 
3.8 GPA while working at the university library. As a first-generation 
college student, she is actively involved in First-Generation and 
Women in Business organizations and hopes to use her education to 
support her family’s business. Her professors commend her 
determination, self-discipline, and commitment to success. 

 

 
 
 

 

Lelani Williamson – Returning Scholar 

Lelani returned from her sophomore year at North Carolina State 
University with a 3.8 GPA and three consecutive semesters on the 
Dean’s List. An English major, she balances her studies with two 
campus positions as a Community Assistant and Writing Consultant. 
Known for her ability to support and mentor fellow students, Lelani 
aspires to use her writing skills to make a meaningful impact through 
policy and advocacy. 

 

 

Returning Scholars 
Sierra Focazio - Appalachian State 
Warren Gray – East Carolina University 
Kyla Guilford - NC A&T 
Sean Kearney - Appalachian State 
Anysah Meneau - Western Carolina 
Jamileth Olivera - UNC Chapel Hill 
Justine Pennycooke – NCSU 
Madeline Perry - NCSU 
Katie Pitalua – Meredith College 
Anthony Rossi – Lees-McRae College 
Aneltha Santizo-Escobar - UNC Greensboro 
Jesica Silva – Durham Tech CC 
Lelani Williamson - NCSU 

New Undergraduates: 
Tanya Bokolo – UNC Charlotte 
Rebecca Candland – NCSU 
Leah Guilford – NC Central University 
Kennedy Lee – UNC Charlotte 
Chloe Rogers – East Carolina University 

New High School Seniors 
Uriahan Andrews – East Carolina University 
Agustin Bullard – UNC Asheville 
Caroline Campbell – Warren Wilson College 
Thomas Campbell – Durham Tech CC 
Piper Conklin – Wake Tech CC 
Mia De Amat – Wake Tech CC 
Isabella Driggers – Appalachian State. 
Madeline Dutton – Elon University 
Tyler Ellis – UNC Chapel Hill 
Kiara Flores-Ramos – Durham Tech CC 
Tanner Gray – East Carolina University 
Jaya Hamilton – Louisburg College 
Jordan Hersey – High Point University 
Brennan Higgins – Elon University 
Matthew Jones – UNC Chapel Hill 
Liam Jones – UNC Chapel Hill 
Benjamin Koelling – UNC Chapel Hill 
Kevin Krassy – NCSU 
Grishma Kuikel – NCSU 
Danny La – UNC Chapel Hill 
Mya Stroud – East Carolina University 
Noah Tilghman – UNC Chapel Hill 
Samiaya Wilson – UNC Charlotte 

 

Apply for Scholarships by 

March 1, 2027 
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Every donation and every purchase at the A-Z Thrift Shop helps fund local programs that support children, women, and families in our community. 
What may no longer be needed in your home can become hope, opportunity, and assistance for someone else. Shop our selection of quality 
furniture, home goods, clothing, shoes, and unique 
treasures—all at affordable prices. Every item sold 
helps turn generosity into real community impact. 
  
Have items to donate? Your gently-used furniture, 
household goods, accessories, books and toys can 
help fund programs that change lives. Our 
volunteers carefully sort donations to ensure it has 
the greatest possible impact. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

  

         

 

 

Assistance League Food Drive 
 

 
 

To battle weekend food insecurity for elementary school children, our 
chapter volunteers raised funds and collected snacks for Power Pack 
Program in partnership with Alpha Kappa Sorority – PSI Gamma Omega 
Chapter.  
 
Donations of 6,247 single-serve breakfast, lunch and dinner items were 
provided to children at Orange County schools. 

 

 

 

Thrift with a Purpose 
By Nona Wright 

 

 

 

Volunteers of the Year Awards 

 
(L to R): Anna Merrett presents the 
Leadership Award to Dottie Fuller  

 

(L to R): Dagmara Ciliano 
receives the Founders Award 

from Joyce Poole. 

As voted by our membership, Dottie Fuller and Dagmara Ciliano were 
recognized for their contributions this year. The Leadership Award, 
presented to Dottie, recognizes a volunteer at the leadership level in the 
organization who has provided the most outstanding service during the 
year.  
 
The Founder’s Award, presented to Dagmara, is given to a volunteer 
who has rendered the greatest service to the organization during the 
year and shared in the spirit and enthusiasm for Assistance League of 
the Triangle Area. 

 

 

https://www.ebay.com/str/shopaltriangle
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Our volunteers are the driving force behind everything we accomplish. Through their generosity of time, talent, and compassion, they transform A-Z Thrift Shop 
donations, as well as grants, and financial gifts into meaningful support for those in need throughout our community. Every item donated, every dollar given, and 
their commitment powers our mission and makes lasting change possible. 

 

President’s Message 
By Deb Woolfolk 

 
At Assistance League of the Triangle Area, we see how a small act of kindness can change a life every day. 

• A teacher’s story about a kindergartener showing everyone her new underwear—she was so excited. 

• A student and her father proudly wearing the same college shirts after she received our scholarship to study Biology. 

• A scared child in the emergency room cuddling our AL teddy bear. 
Moments like these represent the heart of our mission and remind of why our work matters. 
 
Our organization is 100% volunteer-run serving Wake, 
Durham, and Orange counties. This year, we provided more 
than 2,000 children in 187 schools with new clothing and 
essential supplies, awarded $173,000 in college scholarships, 
distributed over 30,000 comfort items to children in local 
hospitals, and supported families through partnerships with 
The Women’s Center, Families Moving Forward, and local 
school Power Pack Program food drives. 

  
The need in our community is greater than many people realize, and we are committed to  
growing our impact. We invite you to be part of that effort. Whether you volunteer, donate, 
contribute items to A - Z Thrift Shop, help identify grant opportunities, or simply share our 
story, you can help change lives. 

  
Together, we are providing dignity, opportunity, comfort, and hope to children and families 
throughout our community. Thank you for your support. 

 
 
 

   

   

 

Our Greatest Strength is Our Volunteers 
By Patti Cunningham 

 
Value of Volunteer Hour in North Carolina: $34.34 

Source: www.independentsector.org 

 

https://d.docs.live.net/14A695E75F152B1F/Desktop/ALTA/0000%20Newsletters%202016/2024_2025_Community_Link/altriangle.org/come-join-us
http://www.independentsector.org/
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A heartfelt thank you to all of our generous donors who supported Assistance League of the Triangle Area. The following list recognizes both financial 
and in-kind donations and may include designated and/or matching funds. We have made every effort to ensure the accuracy of this list, so please 
accept our sincere apologies if your name is not included or it is misspelled. If you would like your name removed from our recognition list or have any 
other corrections, please email to resourcedevelopment@altriangle.org. 

 

Grantors 
Access Family Dental (Dr. Robert A Bailey) 
Bull City Street Rodders  
Phillip and Connie Church Family Fund 
First Citizens Bank 
Gipson Family Foundation 
Guirlinger Family Fund 
Kevin & Lauretta Holloway Charitable Fund 
Knights of Columbus 
Linda Craft & Team, Realtors 
North Raleigh United Methodist Women 
NVIDIA Corporation & Employees 
Barry & Karen O’Neill Charitable Fund 
Pinnacle Bank 
Scheick-Verrochi Family Foundation 
Target 
 

Individuals Donors 
Becky & Jim Aldrich 
Pam & Lyn Aubrecht 
Dr. Kevin Bailey 
Molly & Tom Bailey 
Neil & Lin Briggi 
Cathie Blake 
Carrie Bojara 
Lupe Boyle 
Joan Buesing 
Michael & Beverly Buttaci 
Gail & Wayne Cannady 
Diane Casey 
Margaret & Robert Cohen 
Ann & John Cole 
Sandra Converse 
Sandra D. Crane, Trust 
Patti & Barry Cunningham 
Denise Dailey 
Deb & Andrew Dalgliesh 
Shirley Dawson 
Ivette & Ingimar Deridder 
Jonetta & Clayton Dorn 
Beth & Tom Everly 
Grace & Dan Fox 
Judy & Don Fuchs 
Dottie Fuller 
Martha & Landon Funsten 
Karen & John Gates 
Pat & Tom Gipson 
Sharon Grant 
 
 
 

 

 
Debbie Harvell 
Susan Heck 
Johann & Bill Hoke 
Lauretta & Kevin Holloway 
Sue & Keith Kosinski 
Mary Lauer 
Patti & Steve Lazoff 
Ellen Lehman 
Lynn & David Lewis 
Jeanice Lienard 
Dannette Logan 
Molly & Scott Mahoney 
Rafael & Maria Mantilla 
Mary Markov 
Cindy McCarty 
Robin & David McCoy 
Linda McSwiney 
Julie & Larry Meese 
Anna & Tim Merrett 
Katherine & Richard Merrill 
James & Holly Moore 
Penny & Dean Morgan 
Joyce Moser 
Nancy & John Moses 
Janet & Jack Moyer 
Gail Park 
Sandra Paul 
Linda & Don Paschal 
Margaret Pasquale 
Bonnie Pearson 
Karen & Mike Perry 
Joyce & Buck Poole 
Grace Rowlson 
Evon Sanders 
Sheila Schmidt 
Andi Seger 
Penne & John Sheppard 
Cora Shores  
Kathryn & Gabriel Smith 
Shelley & David Stirling 
Deborah Stillman 
Phyllis Sullivan 
Eric Surber 
Jan & Todd Taylor 
Judy & Bill Thompson 
Barbara & Jim Townson 
Chris Uithoven 
Susie Unruh 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gail & Eric Vaughn 
Lisa Webster 
Charlotte & Dennis Weldon 
Julia & Charles Wells 
Debra & Pitch Woolfolk 
Nona & Jim Wright 
Denise Wysincavage 
Anonymous (Benevity) 
Anonymous (Thrivent) 
 

Funds & Grants Highlights 
By Leslie Hodge 

 

Supporting Donation Pick Ups 

For over 15 years, the Linda Craft Team has generously made its 
delivery truck available for A-Z Thrift Shop furniture donation pick-
ups.  This simple offer has helped supply our thrift shop with 
inventory, generate income, and support our community programs. 

 

Volunteers at Carolina Arbor’s Furniture Donation Day 

Q: How can I donate to support philanthropic efforts and help 
make a difference in our community? 

A: We have an Open Your Heart campaign each year and online 
donations are always appreciated using the QR code to the right, 
or: 

• Visit: www.altriangle.org 

• Select Donate Now to donate through PayPal  

or Cash App. Please include your name if you’d  

like to be recognized in our list of donors! 

Donations are tax deductible and benefit all philanthropic 
programs. 

 

 

Thank You to the Following for Their Generous Support! 

 
   

 

 

mailto:resourcedevelopment@altriangle.org
http://www.altriangle.org/
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Financial Statement for Fiscal Year Ending May 31, 2025 

The Highest Level of 

Recognition 

 

 
 
 
“GuideStar Platinum encourages nonprofit 

organizations to share their progress and results in 
important new ways—moving way beyond simplistic 
financial ratios—to reflect the changes organizations 
are making in the world.” 

- From GuideStar website 

https://learn.guidestar.org/platinum 

Assistance League of the 
Triangle Area is committed to 

transparency and full 
disclosure of our financials. 
We encourage all donors to 
view our online profile which 

includes an overview of 
philanthropic programs, 

description of our operations, 
and concise historical metrics. 

Statement of Financial Position 

Assets 2025  2024 

Cash & Cash Equivalents $    481,377 

 

$    475,156 

Prepaid Expenses $      12,489  $        8,424 

Inventories $      90,108  $    102,020 

Property & Equipment $      21,365  $        5,049 

Operating Lease Right of Use $    295,556  $    194,631 

Total Assets $    900,895  $    785,280 

    
Liabilities and Net Assets    

Credit Card Payments $      10,137  $              0 

Deferred Revenue & Lease Liability $    299,256  $   197,601 

Net Assets $    591,502  $   587,679 

Total Liabilities & Net Assets 
$    900,895 

 

$   785,280 

 
Statement of Activities 

Support and Revenues 2025  2024 

Thrift Shop Revenue $    282,413    

 

$   309,546 

Contributions & Grants $    220,906  $   204,600 

Membership $        4,388  $       3,498 

Interest Income $      20,894  $     17,895 

Noncash Contributions $      30,407  $     31,036 

Other $        3,319  $       4,126 

Total Support & Revenues $    562,327  $   570,071 
    
Expenses    

Program Services    

   Operation School Bell $    206,097  $    195,070 

   Kid’s Place $      30,171  $      22,348 

   Women In Need $      23,662  $      20,097 

   Scholarships $    166,224  $    169,000 

   Community Sharing $        8,716  $        7,645 

   Outreach Other $             20  $        4,918 

Total Program Services & Expenses $    434,890  $    419,078 
    

Support Services    

   Fundraising (Thrift Shop) Expense* $      90,596  $     89,617 

   Other Fundraising Expenses $      11,491  $       8,147 

   Management & General $      17,638  $       9,388 

   Membership Development $        3,889  $       3,510 

Total Support Services Expenses $    123,614  $   110,662 
 
Total Expenses $    558,504 

 
$   529,740 

Increase (Decrease) In Net Assets $        3,823  $     40,961 

Net Assets – Beginning of Year $    587,679  $   546,718 

Net Assets – At End of Year 
$    591,502 

 

$   587,679 

 

*Thrift Shop expenses are occupancy costs only.  
There are no labor costs nor cost of goods sold.  
The A-Z Thrift Shop sustains itself and all monetary 
donations go directly to philanthropic programs. 
 
Our reserve policy is to retain one year of operating 
expenses. Complete Financial Statements for the 
year ending May 31, 2025, are available upon 
request.    EIN:56-2013094 

https://learn.guidestar.org/platinum
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Mission Statement 
Volunteers transforming the lives of women, children and families 
through community programs. 

Vision Statement 
Essential needs are met in our community and families flourish 
through supporting education. 

Values 
Transforming Lives • Strengthening Community. 
 
 

How Can You Support Assistance League? 
• Join: Become a Member join@altriangle.org 

• Shop in Person: A-Z Thrift Shop 

• Shop Online: eBay.com/str/shopaltriangle 

• Email the Shop: resale@altriangle.org 

• Donate: Funds or Household Goods 

• Match: Contributions through Employer Programs 

• Receive: A-Z Thrift Shop weekly email 

• Follow Us: On Instagram and Facebook 

 

 

 

Visit the A-Z Thrift Shop 
1621 North Market Dr. Raleigh, NC. 
Hours of Operation: Wed. – Sat. 11 am – 4 pm 

Visit www.altriangle.org for info & monthly events 

Questions or to schedule a pickup of donations 
Call: 919-875-8901 
 
 

Board of Directors 

President – Deb Woolfolk 
1st Vice President – Barbara Townson 
VP Membership – Patti Cunningham 
VP Philanthropic Programs – Dottie Fuller 
VP Resource Development – Leslie Hodge 
Secretary – Penny Morgan 

 

Advisory Council 

Donald Fuchs - IT/Technical Advisor 
Tracie Gant - CEO and Chief Strategist 
Les Long - Entrepreneur 
 
 

Michelle Mozingo – Wake County  
Public Schools  
Jim Wright - Legal Counsel 
Eric Surber – Digital Media 
 

Treasurer – Lupe Boyle 
Technology – Ann Cole 
Marketing – Nona Wright 
Strategic Planning – Patti Lazoff 

To request a tour of the 
Assistance League 
Philanthropic Center email: 
vicepresident@altriangle.org 
 
3108 Glen Royal Rd. 
Raleigh, NC.27617 
 
 

Assistance League 
P.O. Box 98477 
Raleigh, NC 27624 
(919) 875-8901 

 
 
 

Writer/Editor: Lynn Lewis  
Proofreaders: Martha Funsten, Anna Merrett, Barbara Townson, Lupe Boyle, Robin McCoy, Lauretta Holloway, Nona Wright, Dannette Logan & Deb Woolfolk 

mailto:join@altriangle.org
https://www.ebay.com/str/shopaltriangle

